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Alittle apprehension before the firstinjection

Behind the scenes of
the charity StreetVet

STREETVET

www.streetvet.org.uk

John Periam talks to the founders of the charity,
which operates in Sussex, to learn about its work

JohnPeriamisaphotojournalist
with many features published,
including three books. One
called a ‘Veterinary Tail Uphill
and Down Dale’whichrefersto
hisexperiences as aveterinary
salesmaninthe 60s. He still has
strong links to the profession
through his equestrian work.
In his other role he a regular
contributortoatradepaper.for
the UK fishing industry.

Howmanytimesdowewalk past
homeless people on our streets?
Likemanyinthecurrenttimesit
is often something that we take
for granted.

The national press works
hard to promote their wellbeing
and many charities do their
utmost to support them in time
ofneed.

However; one thing that
draws the average passer-by to
glanceintheirdirectionasecond
time is the welcoming paw and
waggytail ofthat person’sbeloved
doggy companion.

I must admit as writer of
this feature that I find it heart-
warming while at the same time
wondering about the wellbeing
ofthe animal.

I am glad to say I was not
the only person to share such
concerns.

Another was Jade Statt who
qualified as a vet from Glasgow
Vet Schoolin 2002.

ItwasonanightoutinLondon

John Periam

that she came across ahomeless
man and his dog in 2016: “I
stopped to talk to Dave and his
dog Brick and he told me about
hisdog’s sore skin.

“I could see in his eyes how
helpless he felt. I thought to
myself, ‘What would I have done
ifthis was my dog, Oakley?’

“TknewthatifTdhad myvetkit
with meIcould have treated this
dog. There and then, I realised
how I could make a difference.”

OnehastoadmireJadeforher
initial efforts — it was not easy —
and she started to find support
from others including Josh
Coombes.

Joshhasbecomeahousehold
name amongst the homeless
community and started by giving
free haircuts on the street. The
restishistory.
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Sallyin recove.ry.mode

“We met over a coffee one
day and I soon realised that we
shared the same concernsabout
the wellbeing of the homeless
community and their animals
and we continue to this day to
keepintouch.”

Like Jade, fellow vet Sam
Joseph felt he could offer more;
S0 one evening in 2015 when
he was a student at Bristol
Veterinary College he decided
to have a walk about with his
stethoscope and offer to check
over any homeless peoples dogs.

“What pleased me was to see
theirreliefwhenItold themthey
dog was fitand well.

“I then moved back to
London and started to visit the
many homeless people in North
London with worming tablets
and abag of veterinary supplies.
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“It was then that I met Jade
who was doing the same thing
in Westminster and before we
knew it StreetVet wasborn.”

Interest in StreetVet
abounded from within the UK
veterinary profession and Sam
and Jadereceivedlotsof support
from like-minded vets and
nurses to sign up, volunteer and
set-up StreetVetlocationsintheir
own cities and towns.

Jade went on to say:
“Currently we operate in 16
locations within the UK and
have over 650 volunteervetsand
qualified veterinary nurses.

“StreetVet operates in fixed
locations every week, normally
in conjunction with a social care
provider such as food provision
by a third-party partner.

“Stationsareheld consistently
every week so that owners know
thattheyareabletovisitatcertain
times and to have a presence in
the community which builds
trust and engagement.”

Suchisthe story about Sally.

Sally is a very special Staffie
and adored by her owner Rob
whorescued her asapuppy.

Sadly Rob suffered several
stokes and Sally was at his side
all the time often being seen at
theiroutreachstationat Hackney
where they collected food and
medications.

It was in November 2018
that Sally was spooked by some
nearby fireworks and ran on to
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arailway line only to be hit by a
passing train.

She was found by an
RSPCA inspector with life-
threatening injuries and taken
to Harmsworth Veterinary
Hospital.

She survived the night and
we were contacted at StreetVet
wherewearranged fortransport
toWanstead Veterinary Hospital.

Sally’sinjurieswere extensive
andlife-threatening (toomanyto
gointo here) which included an
amputation of one leg and the
loss of one eye linked to severe
Jjawinjuries.

Jadesaid: “Asvetsand nurses
we often have to counsel owners
throughtheprocessofcaring for
pets that have undergone major
surgery.

“Linked to this we need
to prepare the owner for the
psychological impact when
they first see their pet after life-
changinginjuries.

“As aresult of this, two of our
StreetVets, Rebecca and Emma,
wanted to ensure Rob was fully
prepared and supported, by
driving him to the hospital
themselves to visit Sally where
they were humbled to witness
an overwhelmingly emotional
reunion.

“Sally and Rob continue to
visit us at Hackney almost every
week where we ensure that she
is happy, pain fee and of course
wellfed!”

HOMEOWNERS

Reassurance tobothdog and_owner
issoimportantwithalittle TLC

The expansion of StreetVet
continues with more volunteers
joining the organisation every
week which as a result allows
StreetVettoextend theirservices
into new locations.

StreetVetbecamearegistered
charityin January 2019.

A small behind the scenes
team supports the vet and vet
nursevolunteers,Jadeasclinical
director,an operations manager
and ageneral manager.

The success of StreetVet
has been supported by the
veterinary profession and the
wider vet and pet industry. Jade
said: “We have also built a strong
partnership with Battersea
Dogs and Cats Home, they have
been instrumental in providing
emergency kennels for dogs in
London when their homeless
ownersrequire hospitalisation.”

AsStreetVethasgrownsohas
their celebrity support,
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HOMEOWNERS AND LANDLORDS

.and up
MARKET VALU E! (and sometimes better!)

That all-important examination on
thesstreet

StreetVet is delighted to
have Paul O’Grady, Sue Perkins
and Anna Richardson, CBBC
vet James Greenwood and Blue
Peter vet Rory Cowlam as their
ambassadors.

StreetVetis lookingtolaunch
a StreetVet Accredited Hostel
Scheme and were recently
named as the winner of the
Purina Better with Pets 2020
Changemaker prize.

Jade said: “By helping create
morepetfriendlyhostels, wecan
protect the human animal bond
and keep our clients and pets
together.”

B Formoreinformationabout
StreetVet UK visit www.streetvet.
org.uk - it is also a registered
veterinary practice within the
Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons (RCVS) and its charity
numberis1181527.
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Call National Residential TODAY for an
informal chat and to request a quote:

0800 612 8495

www.national-residential.co.uk
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“Delivering Fast House Sales to Homeowners and Landlords
throughout England and Wales”

At JPiMedia
we carry multimedia
solutions to suit any
business of any size.
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Cali today on 0207 084 5204
and our friendly Classified team
will be happy to help.
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Switch to Howsy and we’ll guarantee a smooth move,
24/7 support and 5-star management.
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